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10.15.11.15: “Is it a Question of Thinking, Feeling or Listening?” - Jeremy Rye
What is it to be an urban pilgrim? What is it to be of service to a city? What do I take forward from 
my service? How does that make a difference to me, to life and to landscape? Key questions that 
we will think about as I lead you through how the urban environment has taught and influenced 
me and how I in turn can influence?

URBAN PILGRIM

29th - 30th November 2014

SATURDAY, 29th NOVEMBER
10.00-10.15: Introduction
10.15-11.15: “Urban Pilgrimage” - Sarah Dawkins
Most of us are all too aware of our impact on the earth – we recycle, keep our carbon footprint 
low, but want to do more.  Pilgrimaging consciously and lovingly through a townscape is another 
way to make a difference. This talk will explore different ways to pilgrimage so as to cherish the 
towns, villages and cities within which we live. Townscapes are responsive and have their inner 
purpose and genius loci. Why is it that some work and others do not? Sarah will illustrate these 
points by talking about her experiences in and knowledge of London, Edinburgh, Vézelay, 
Bourges and Bad Pyrmont.

11.45-12.45: “London Pilgrimages” - David Furlong
A series of pilgrimages in London in the past three years have focused on exploring and balancing 
some of the primary nodal points of the capital. These places, connected by ‘ley’ lines, form a grid 
network across London linking some of the most significant points across the metropolis. David 
will share his perception of this underlying grid pattern and the harmonising work that has been 
carried out. 

2.15-3.15: “Footprints Through Time:  Pilgrimage,  Secular and Sacred'” - Karen Ralls
Historically, reasons for going on medieval pilgrimage varied greatly .  Pilgrims of all eras often 
encountered many unexpected trials before reaching their final destination.  Pilgrimage today - 
secular or sacred -  reminds us that there are times when a visceral 'Knowing' connects us far more 
deeply to not only specific places in the landscape, but also to the sanctuary of the Heart.  
Modern-day pilgrims are  significantly re-defining what pilgrimage is - and can be - a re-birthing 
in our time of the famous phrase from the medieval English poem by Piers Plowman - “for 
pilgrims are we all.”

3.45-4.45: “Telling the Land” - Eric Maddern
Walking songlines, visiting sacred sites, re-enacting creation myths – this is how indigenous 
Australians strengthen their cultural identity and revitalise the land. We can do something similar 
in Britain by retelling the old tales that lie half-hidden in our sacred land. Telling a story in the 
place it happened brings both vibrantly alive. Eric will talk about this process with examples, 
including Dinas Emrys, the place of Merlin, dragons and prophecy.

11.45-12.45:  “The Music of Buildings” - Christian Kyriacou
Hear and feel the emotion encoded in the proportions of sacred buildings translate to audible 
harmonics. Christian will present a live audio visual experiential session connecting remotely to 
the spaces in buildings, our homes and in the landscape. Hear and experience the power of the 
underlying harmonics using musical instruments and our voices – listen to the whispers in the 
silence of space.

2.15-3.15:  “Living Water in an Urban Environment” - Sylvia Francke
An investigation into how streams, rivers, ponds and lakes enliven and bring healing to an urban
environment. How bringing forgotten rivers to the surface again reintroduces cosmic influences 
into the landscape. The waters of ancient sacred places resonate to the ‘Music of the Spheres’. 
Pilgrimage and meditation along urban waterways connects us with the original subtle state of the 
earth, an aspect of The Grail which the Knights Templar guarded. The Green Man and the Black 
Virgin often mark its most powerful sites of manifestation.

3.45-4.45: “Awakening the Web of Albion” - Caroline Hoare
Caroline will talk about her inspirational and life-changing journey researching The Belinus Line, 
a hidden axis of power that runs from the mystical Isle of Wight to Durness on the north coast of 
Scotland, connecting the ancient capitals of both countries as well as old and modern towns and 
sacred sites. ‘The Spine of Albion’, co-written with Gary Biltcliffe, tells of the significance of these 
mystical leys and networks of light and Caroline will share their experiences of urban pilgrimage, 
taking groups to places on the Belinus Line such as Winchester, Stratford upon Avon, Manchester  
and Carlisle to heal and awaken the hidden power that lies within their sacred places.

11.15-11.45: ~ BREAK ~

1.00-2.15: ~ LUNCH ~

11.15-11.45: ~ BREAK ~

1.00-2.15: ~ LUNCH ~

SUNDAY, 30th NOVEMBER

3.15-3.45: ~ BREAK ~

3.15-3.45: ~ BREAK ~

12.45-1.00: Discussion

10.00-10.15: Introduction

12.45-1.00: Discussion

4.45-5.00: Concluding Discussion

4.45-5.00: Concluding Discussion

A simple vegetarian soup lunch is included in the price of the Conference
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I/we enclose a cheque/money order for £                          made payable to the Gatekeeper Trust.

Please return this form to:  The Secretary, 14 Upper Close, Forest Row, East Sussex RH18 5DX. 

Tel: 03001237723  Email: Secretary@gatekeeper.org.uk

I/We would like to attend the Annual Conference on 29th-30th November 2014 

Cost:   £65 per person                One Day Only:   £35 per person            
                                

To include a vegetarian soup lunch



GATEKEEPER TRUST ANNUAL CONFERENCE

With Sarah Dawkins, Christian Kyriacou, Sylvia Francke, David Furlong,

Caroline Hoare, Eric Maddern, Karen Ralls and Jeremy Rye

Bouverie Hall, North Street,
Pewsey, Wiltshire SN9 5ES

URBAN PILGRIM

29th-30th November 2014

Registered Charity No. 326416

Sarah Dawkins is co-director of  the Zoence Academy and organises pilgrimages and workshops 
within the Zoence Academy. Sarah is a founder member and Elder of  the Gatekeeper Trust. 
www.zoence.co.uk

David Furlong is the author of  six books, including ‘Working with Earth Energies’ and ‘The Keys to 
the Temple’. He has been involved with landscape healing work for over forty years, particularly in 
relation to the British Isles. He has a busy therapeutic practice helping people deal with psychic and 
spiritual issues. As part of  a lifelong involvement in geomancy and healing, David was for a time director 
of  the Wrekin Trust  see www.kch42.dial.pipex.com

Karen Ralls, PhD is a medieval historian and specialist in the High Middle Ages period and Celtic 
history. Based in Oxford, England, Karen enjoys local walks, stargazing and music and is also the author 
of  seven books, including the recent Medieval Mysteries.  See www ancientquest.com     

Eric Maddern spent ten years travelling round the world, finally working in Central Australian 
Aboriginal communities. Inspired by notions of  sacred land and the Dreaming he has since created Cae 
Mabon, an eco-retreat centre in Snowdonia that is now a spiritual destination for many urban pilgrims. 
Over the last 25 years he’s also become a storyteller, exploring and telling the old tales of  Britain. He’s 
written ‘Storytelling at Historic Sites’ for English Heritage and ‘Snowdonia Folktales’ for The History 
Press. A singer-songwriter he has two recent albums, ‘Full of  Life’ and ‘Rare and Precious Earth’.  See 
www.caemabon.co.uk

Jeremy Rye spends most of  his time in coffee shops developing the art of  independent thinking. He 
occasionally emerges to design and create landscapes in urban, countryside and therapeutic settings. He 
is fascinated by how the patterns of  the past have influenced the landscapes of  the present and what 
role they can play in the future. He has undertaken a number of  major landscape design projects in 
London.  Jeremy’s many varied landscape designs always take the greatest respect and dedication to 
serve the land as their starting point. See www.jeremyrye.com

Sylvia Francke studied for the stage and trained to be a teacher of  drama. She is a writer, lecturer and  
a researcher in the field of  Subtle Energies. Sylvia is the author of  ‘The Tree of  Life and the Holy Grail 
in which she has used her knowledge of  Anthroposophy as an aid to solving the mystery of  
Rennes-le-Chateau. 

Christian Kyriacou has run his own chartered architectural practice since 1970. He is a member of  the 
Royal Institute of  British Architects, Chartered Society of  Designers and the Performing Rights Society. 
He designs buildings incorporating classical principles of  architecture, sacred geometry, harmonics, 
geomancy and feng shui. His expertise as a composer enables him to fuse musical ratios into the music 
of  buildings, spatial harmonics and energy matrix structures, in both his work as an architect and as The 
House Whisperer.  www.Kyriacou.com

Caroline Hoare has trained as a Geomancer, Feng Shui Consultant and Holistic Interior Designer. She 
has spent the last twelve years alongside her partner Gary Biltcliffe travelling around much of  the UK 
researching their latest book The Spine of  Albion and walking the pilgrim trails in Northumberland and 
Scotland. She has a keen interest in the sacred mystery cult of  the goddess and the mythology and 
folklore of  Britain. www.belinusline.com
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Gatekeeper Trust is an educational charity, whose objects include the study of landscape temples, holy places, earth structures 
and their layout.   Further details from the Secretary.: Tel: 03001237723  Email:Secretary@gatekeeper.org.uk

www.gatekeeper.org.uk

Many famous routes of pilgrimage follow ancient tracks through beautiful 
countryside.  Yet pilgrimage is equally alive in town, with famous routes 
connecting historic towns and cities.  As so many people live in densely built up 
places, seemingly disconnected from nature, this weekend conference will 
explore what it means to be an urban pilgrim and how we can renew the great 
conversation with nature. 
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